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Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the

first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

Claims 1-20 have been examined.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed
to an abstract idea without significantly more.

The claim(s) recite(s) providing a first token and executing a transaction. If a claim
limitation, under its broadest reasonable interpretation, covers a fundamental economic practice
and managing interactions with people but for the recitation of generic computer components,
than it falls within the “Certain Methods of Organizing Human Activity” grouping of abstract
ideas.

This judicial exception is not integrated into a practical application. The claim recites
using a first and second connector attachment and a mobile device to perform the providing a
token and executing a transaction. The connector attachment and mobile device are recited at a
high-level of generality such that it amounts to no more than mere instructions to apply the

abstract idea using generic computer components. Therefore, the additional elements do not
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integrate the abstract idea into a practical application because it does not impose any meaningful
limits on practicing the abstract idea.

The claim(s) does/do not include additional elements that are sufficient to amount to
significantly more than the judicial exception. As discussed above, the additional elements of
using two connector attachments and a mobile device to perform the providing a token and
executing a transaction amounts to no more than mere instructions to apply the exception using
generic computer components. Mere instructions to apply an exception using generic computer

components cannot provide an inventive concept. The claims are not patent eligible.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented, described in a printed publication, or in public use, on sale or
otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed invention.

Claim(s) 1, 6-14, 17, 18 and 20 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 al as being
anticipated by Saxena et al., U.S. PG-Pub No. 2011/0099107 (reference A on the attached PTO-
892).

As per claim 1, Saxena et al. teaches an apparatus comprising: a connector attachment
including a housing, wherein the connector attachment is selectively connectable to a mobile
device; and a first token stored within the connector attachment, wherein the first token is

operative to execute a transaction with a second token (Figure 3).
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As per claim 6, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein the selective coupling of the connector attachment to the mobile
device is via wireless communication (see paragraph 0024, lines 22-26).

As per claim 7, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein the connector attachment is selectively coupled to a second
connector attachment (see paragraph 0025, lines 4-7).

As per claim 8, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 7 as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein the first token and the second token are configured to execute the
transaction when the connector attachment is selectively coupled to the second connector
attachment (see paragraph 0006).

As per claim 9, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 8 as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein the transaction is recorded by each of the first token and the second
token (see paragraph 0026, lines 44-46).

As per claim 10, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above.
Saxena et al. further teaches wherein the connector attachment includes a display panel (see
paragraph 0032).

As per claim 11, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above.
Saxena et al. further teaches wherein the transaction includes a transfer of funds between the first
token and the second token (see paragraph 0026, lines 39-44).

As per claim 12. The apparatus of claim 11as described above. Saxena et al. further
teaches wherein the funds represent funds on deposit (see paragraph 0007).

As per claim 13, Saxena et al. teaches a method comprising: providing a first token stored

within a first connector attachment; connecting the first connector attachment to a first mobile
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device; connecting the first connector attachment to a second connector attachment; and
executing a transaction between the first token and the second connector attachment (see Figure
3 and paragraphs 0024-0026).

As per claim 14, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein the second connector attachment includes a second token (see
paragraph 0024, lines 16-22).

As per claim 17, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13as described above. Saxena
et al. further teaches wherein connecting the first connector attachment to the second connector
attachment is via wireless communication (see paragraph 0024, lines 22-26).

As per claim 18, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 14 as described above.

Saxena et al. further teaches recording the transaction by each of the first token and the second
token (see paragraph 0026, lines 44-46).

As per claim 20, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13 as described above.

Saxena et al. further teaches storing funds on the first token prior to connection to the second

connector attachment (see paragraph 0005, lines 3-6).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed invention is not
identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the claimed invention and the
prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious before the effective
filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed
invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the invention was made.
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Claims 2-5, 15, 16 and 19 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
Saxena et al., U.S. PG-Pub No. 2011/0099107 (reference A on the attached PTO-892) in view of
Poole et al., U.S. PG-Pub No. 2014/0279546 (reference B on the attached PTO-892).

As per claim 2, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above. Saxena
et al. does not explicitly teach wherein the housing includes a mobile plug. Poole et al. teaches
wherein the housing includes a mobile plug (see paragraph 0028, lines 4-16). It would have been
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature
into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have motivated to
incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile device to enable mobile payments
without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-12 of Poole et al.).

As per claim 3, Saxena et al. in view of Poole et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 2 as
described above. Saxena et al. does not explicitly teach wherein the mobile plug is configured to
be received in a port of the mobile device. Poole et al. teaches wherein the mobile plug is
configured to be received in a port of the mobile device (see paragraph 0028, lines 4-16). It
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to
incorporate this feature into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would
have motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile device to enable
mobile payments without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-12 of Poole et
al.).

As per claim 4, Saxena et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 1 as described above. Saxena
et al. does not explicitly teach wherein the housing includes a connector attachment jack. Poole
et al. teaches wherein the housing includes a connector attachment jack (see paragraph 0028,

lines 4-16). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the
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invention to incorporate this feature into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in
the art would have motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile
device to enable mobile payments without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-
12 of Poole et al.).

As per claim 5, Saxena et al. in view of Poole et al. teaches the apparatus of claim 4 as
described above. Saxena et al. does not explicitly teach wherein the connector attachment jack is
configured to receive a plug of a second connector attachment storing the second token. Poole et
al. teaches wherein the connector attachment jack is configured to receive a plug of a second
connector attachment storing the second token (see paragraph 0028, lines 4-16). It would have
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this
feature into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have motivated
to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile device to enable mobile payments
without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-12 of Poole et al.).

As per claim 15, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13 as described above.
Saxena et al. does not explicitly teach wherein connecting the first connector attachment to the
first mobile device further comprises: receiving a mobile plug of the first connector attachment
in a port of the first mobile device. Poole et al. teaches wherein connecting the first connector
attachment to the first mobile device further comprises: receiving a mobile plug of the first
connector attachment in a port of the first mobile device (see paragraph 0028, lines 4-16). It
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to
incorporate this feature into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would

have motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile device to enable
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mobile payments without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-12 of Poole et
al.).

As per claim 16, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13 as described above.
Saxena et al. does not explicitly teach wherein connecting the first connector attachment to the
second connector attachment further comprises: receiving a first connector plug of the first
connector attachment in a connector attachment jack of the second connector attachment. Poole
et al. teaches wherein connecting the first connector attachment to the second connector
attachment further comprises: receiving a first connector plug of the first connector attachment in
a connector attachment jack of the second connector attachment (see paragraph 0028, lines 4-
16). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to
incorporate this feature into the apparatus of Saxena et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would
have motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling a mobile device to enable
mobile payments without needing an intermediary (see paragraph 0029, lines 7-12 of Poole et
al.).

As per claim 19, Saxena et al. teaches the method of claim 13 as described above.
Saxena et al. does not explicitly teach wherein the execution of the transaction is in real
time. Poole et al. teaches wherein the execution of the transaction is in real time (see paragraph
0047, lines 3-7 and paragraph 0053, lines 9-13). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the method of Saxena et
al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that applying the technique of Poole et

al. would have yielded predictable results.
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Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to SAMICA L NORMAN whose telephone number is (571)270-
1371. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 9:30am-8p EST, with Fri off.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/SAMICA L NORMAN/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3697

SAMICA L. NORMAN
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 3697
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